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MEETING AGENDA
Washington, DC 

March 25-26, 2008
Telephone Conference Number: 800-371-9219; ID 6590425 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2009
Meeting Location: United States Climate Partnership Association offices (located within the Navista offices) 1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20005    
12:00 P.M. to 12:30 LUNCH (will be provided)
USCPA members will have an open forum discussion on the state of play by the Congress and the Administration.   
12:30 P.M. to 1:15 P.M.

Senate Majority Leader Reid has stated that he plans to move the energy bill “and” the climate bill together.  One would think this makes it more difficult to successfully pass a bill – not easier.  However, moving these bills together may give the majority leader more options to horse-trade to get the 60 votes needed for passage. This session will be very helpful in understanding the Senate dynamics at play between key energy issues (RPS, electric transmission, CCS, nuclear) and getting the 60 votes needed.      

Colin Hayes, Professional Staff, Senator Lisa Murkowski, (R-AK), Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources (confirmed) 

1:15 P.M. to 2:00 P.M.  
Regulation of carbon is a certainty and carbon trading is the most probable regulatory vehicle.  If so, carbon will be the single largest commodity traded in the world and will be traded on major exchanges around the world.  This raises many important questions. Given that governments have been unable to prevent manipulation and market power of mature commodities or address highly leveraged credit default swaps, what are the implications for carbon?  Senator Levin has been leading market failure investigations for over ten years authoring multiple studies that illustrate the challenges and failures.  This session will enlighten you on the many ways that traders that include hedge funds, sovereign funds, index funds and commodity trading exchanges have made it difficult for the government to ensure markets are functioning as intended.  Mr. Berkowitz has been the lead author on most of these investigations.                

Dan Berkovitz, Counsel, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, Chairman Carl Levin (D-MI), Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (confirmed)

2:00 P.M. to 2:45 P.M.    
Republicans do not have the votes to block passage of a climate bill even if they wanted. Because cap and trade is an indirect tax on the economy, they have found a political issue that seems to have galvanized most of the party.  As the Minority Counsel for the Committee on Environment and Public Works, Mr. Hassenboehler is in a very good position to know where the party stands.  We have asked him to share his thoughts and experiences that will be helpful to our understanding of where the republicans stand, what are the trade-offs between key republican and democratic senators and issues; and what we can expect as the floor fight begins in April.        

Tom Hassenboehler, Minority Counsel, Ranking Member James Inhofe (R-OK), Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (confirmed) 
2:45 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.
House Democratic Caucus Chairman Representative John Larson is an ardent supporter of a carbon tax as a better climate policy instrument.  As a member of the Ways and Means Committee, the committee of jurisdiction for taxes, he is in a very good position to be an effective advocate.  This session will help us to understand exactly what he is advocating and assess the implications to business as an alternative to cap and trade.   

Amy O’Donnell, Chief of Staff, House Democratic Caucus Chairman Representative John Larson (D-CT) (confirmed)
3:00 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. BREAK

3:15 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.
USCPA will discuss possible scenarios in which climate change legislation will pass. 
4:30 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.     
Chairman Boxer will introduce new cap and trade legislation shortly.  Given the difficulty experienced last spring, her reelection bid, the economic down turn, the challenges of moving a climate bill “and” an energy bill together, President Obama’s call for “full auction” in his budget - what is the prospect for passage?  Will they act to use Budget Reconciliation and 51 votes to move it?  This session will be importantly insightful as to the twists and turns this bill will need to take to get to the President’s desk in this Congress.      

Joe Goffman, Chief Counsel, Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (confirmed) 

6:00 P.M. – COCKTAILS AND DINNER

Restaurant: Tuscana West (Vino Room)
Location: 1350 I (Eye) Street, NW, Washington, DC

(McPherson Square, 14th Street Metro) 202-289-7300 
Dinner Speaker: Dr. Harlan Watson, Distinguished Professional Staff, Minority, House Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming

Dr. Watson’s previous position was the chief climate treaty negotiator for the US Department of State under President George W. Bush.  I can think of no one with a better grasp of the politics of climate change globally. (confirmed)     
THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2009
Meeting Location: United States Climate Partnership Association offices (located within the Navista offices) 1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20005    

9:00 A.M. to 9:45 A.M.  
Few members of Congress have done more to promote passage of carbon cap and trade legislation than Senator Lieberman.  Even now, there are rumors of a new Lieberman/McCain bill.  Clearly, after so many attempts there are many lessons learned and insights.  Key questions could be: what is the likely hood of full auction; a floor and ceiling price cap; a carbon tax; state preemption; no regulation under the Clean Air Act; and what about relief under the Endangered Species Act?                    

Danielle Rosengarten, Counsel/Legislative Assistant, Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT) (confirmed)
9:45 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. BREAK  
10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 

Chairman Markey of the House Subcommittee on Energy and Environment, working in conjunction with Chairman Waxman will introduce cap & trade legislation before the end of this month.  The committee has been holding hearings weekly that has laid the foundation for quick legislative action.  Waxman has also promised that the climate and energy legislation will move together.  We have asked Michael Goo to join us to provide an update.  Mr. Goo is a seasoned veteran of the Hill and the issue.     

Michael Goo, Counsel, Chairman Edmund Markey (D-MA), Subcommittee on Energy and Environment (confirmed)  

11:00 A.M. to 12:00 A.M.  
The EPA has just released its draft rule for GHG Reporting.  We asked Ms Hanle to give us an overview of the rule.     

Lisa Hanle, Climate Division, Environmental Protection Agency (confirmed) 

Suzie Kocchi, Climate Division, Environmental Protection Agency
12:00 P.M. Meeting Adjourned
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