MEETING AGENDA
Washington, DC 

November 18 & 19, 2009
Telephone Conference Number: 800-371-9219; ID 6590425 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009
Meeting Location: United States Climate Partnership Association offices (located within the Navista offices) 1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20005    
12:00 P.M. to 12:30 LUNCH (will be provided)
USCPA members will have an open forum discussion on the state of play in the Senate and the Administration.  As time is allotted thru the course of the day, we will take turns discussing:

· The challenges and opportunities presented by S.1733

· What is your company doing to prepare for operating in a carbon constrained world   
12:30 P.M. to 1:15 P.M.
Few legislators have spent so much time and leadership on advancing climate legislation than Senator Joe Lieberman. He is also noted for reaching across the aisle to Republicans such as Senator John McCain to make progress.  It is no surprise then that Senator Lieberman is again working to advance climate legislation in this Congress with Senators Kerry and Graham.  This session will bring us up to date with the Senator’s views on what it will take to advance legislation and what specific provisions he, Senator Kerry and Graham will lead on.     
Danielle Rosengarten, Counsel/Legislative Assistant, Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT) (confirmed) 
1:15 P.M. to 2:00 P.M.  
Senator Vitter, the Republican Deputy Whip and member of the Environment and Public Works Committee is unhappy with S.1733 in general, but especially upset over a provision that gives the president authority to declare a "climate emergency," and to "direct all Federal agencies to use existing statutory authority to take appropriate actions ... to address shortfalls" in achieving greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions.  What the "appropriate actions" might be are not defined and presumably left up to the discretion of the White House.  Could the burning of coal be suspended?  We have asked Senator Vitter’s office to address this and other issues that Republicans will be focused on in the months ahead.   
Bryan Zumwalt, Legal Counsel, Senator David Vitter (R-LA), Member of the Committee on Environment and Public Works and Republican Deputy Whip (confirmed)
2:00 P.M. to 2:45 P.M.    

Nuclear energy is now a hot topic within the Senate climate debate because of Senators Lindsay Graham and Joe Lieberman who insists nuclear energy must have a larger role as a policy solution.  The US has 104 commercial operating facilities in 31 states.  The country needs to address this aging fleet that will eventually need replaced and plan for growth to meet future demand in a carbon constrained economy.  But, what are the policy trade-offs?  What are the costs?  This session will provide an overview of the challenges and provide you with knowledge of what policies will be promoted in Congress to advance nuclear energy.       

Derrick Freeman, Senior Director, Legislative Programs, Nuclear Energy Institute (confirmed)
2:45 P.M. To 3:00 BREAK 
3:00 P.M. to 3:45 P.M.
The U.S. Department of State will be leading our nation’s climate negotiation at the Copenhagen, Denmark UNFCCC meeting in December that will include 192 nations.  We have asked the Department of State to join us to provide insight on what the negotiations have been like so far, the potential for an Obama climate bilateral with China and if so, what it might include, and given the fact that the Congress has not passed climate legislation, what type of agreement could be reached in Copenhagen. 

Drew Nelson, Foreign Service Officer, Office of Global Change, Department of State (confirmed)      
3:45 P.M. to 4:15 P.M.
World Resources Institute (WRI) has been spending a lot of time in China to determine what actions they are taking to address climate change.  As it turns out, China is doing a lot.  We have asked WRI to provide an overview of what China’s climate policies look like, actions taken thus far and what implications this has for a future global climate agreement.   

Jonathan Adams, Associate, Climate and Energy Program, World Resources Institute (confirmed)      
4:15 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.   
Senator Kobuchar (D-MN) is a member of the Committee on Environment and Public Works and a strong advocate for climate action.  She voted for Chairman Boxer’s bill S.1733 on November 5, 2009 and was the architect of the bill that created the EPA GHG Emissions Registry.  Recently, she has raised concerns about the dangers of losing manufacturing jobs and has prepared an amendment to push back the starting date for the manufacturing sector to begin to comply.  The point is, she is engaged and a player.  This session will be insightful as to what changes are needed to the Senate cap and trade bill for it to pass. 

Tristan Brown, Legislative Assistant, Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) (confirmed) 
4:45 P.M. to 5:30 P.M.   
The America’s Natural Gas Alliance (ANGA) whose membership are large natural gas producers, was recently formed to ensure that natural gas has a greater role in meeting our climate challenges.  Concerned that coal is getting a competitive edge in the climate bill, they are lobbying for their share of the financial incentives by asking for, among other things, a “bridge fuel credit” to encourage greater use of natural gas in the power sector.  They say that if the US increases natural gas use in existing power plants from 26% to 50%, it would decrease CO2 emissions by 326 million tons.  Consumers have raised concerns about the potential for higher natural gas and electricity prices.  We have asked ANGA to explain in detail their climate policy proposal.        

Rod Lowman, President, America’s Natural Gas Alliance (invited)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2009
Meeting Location: United States Climate Partnership Association offices (located within the Navista offices) 1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20005    

9:00 A.M. to 9:45 A.M.  
Coming from a state that is a large producer of natural gas, Senator Landrieu (D-LA) has a large stake in the future of natural gas and energy production in general.  For that reason she is one of several senators who are part of the natural gas caucus that is promoting natural gas as a major solution to climate change.  Natural gas is being promoted to provide a greater role in power production and transportation. This session will be helpful in understanding her expectations as a climate bill moves forward in the Senate.  
Thomas Michels, Legislative Assistant, Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA) (confirmed)

9:45 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. BREAK  
10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 

Senator Baucus (D-MT) is the Chairman of the influential Committee on Finance that has jurisdiction on financial matters such as allowances and trade.  He is a member of the Environment and Public Works Committee and voted against Senator Boxer’s bill S.1733 on November 5, 2009.  He also comes from a coal producing state but has a long history of environmental credentials.  Given all of this, any climate bill that moves forward is going to be influenced by him.  This session will provide you with an inside track on his thinking.       

Pat Bousliman, Professional Staff, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), Chairman, Finance Committee (confirmed)  

11:00 A.M. to 12:00 A.M.  
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN) is the Republican Conference Chair and a lead spokes person opposing S.1733.  Although he is not against taking climate action, there are certain policies that he does not support.  We have asked Mr. Schatte to describe what policy action Republican’s support and how they believe climate and energy legislation will play-out over the next 6-8 months.  
Conrad Schatte, Legislative Assistant, Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN) (confirmed)   
12:00 P.M. Meeting Adjourned
The United States Climate Partnership Association (USCPA) is a non-advocacy cross-industry trade association of company environment and energy management professionals dedicated to cost-effective greenhouse gas policies, strategies and performance. USCPA provides a forum for companies to manage political risk by staying abreast of policy activities at the state, federal and international levels; accelerate their knowledge and skill in managing ghg emissions and reductions, network with a broad array of climate manager professionals from diverse companies; and meet with key policy makers during our regularly scheduled workshops.
___

United States Climate Partnership

(Located within the Navista Offices)

1155 Fifteen Street, NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC 20005

202-223-1661

 

